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January 29, 2018

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 25, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
January 25, 2018, at 5:24 p.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 1873.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 5 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
O 1700
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky) at 5
p.m.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———————

PROTECTING YOUNG VICTIMS
FROM SEXUAL ABUSE AND SAFE
SPORT AUTHORIZATION ACT OF
2017

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 534) to prevent the sexual abuse
of minors and amateur athletes by re-
quiring the prompt reporting of sexual
abuse to law enforcement authorities,
and for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 534

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“Protecting Young Victims from Sexual
Abuse and Safe Sport Authorization Act of
2017,

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents of this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
TITLE I-PROTECTING YOUNG VICTIMS
FROM SEXUAL ABUSE
Sec. 101. Required reporting of child and sex-
ual abuse.

Sec. 102. Civil remedy for personal injuries.
TITLE II—UNITED STATES CENTER FOR
SAFE SPORT AUTHORIZATION
Sec. 201. Expansion of the purposes of the

corporation.
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Sec. 202. Designation of the United States
Center for Safe Sport.

Sec. 203. Additional requirements for grant-
ing sanctions for amateur ath-
letic competitions.

Sec. 204. General requirements for youth-
serving amateur sports organi-
zations.

TITLE I—PROTECTING YOUNG VICTIMS

FROM SEXUAL ABUSE
SEC. 101. REQUIRED REPORTING OF CHILD AND
SEXUAL ABUSE.

(a) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Section 226
of the Victims of Child Abuse Act of 1990 (34
U.S.C. 20341) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘A person who’’ and insert-
ing the following:

‘(1) COVERED PROFESSIONALS.—A person
who’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) COVERED INDIVIDUALS.—A covered indi-
vidual who learns of facts that give reason to
suspect that a child has suffered an incident
of child abuse, including sexual abuse, shall
as soon as possible make a report of the sus-
pected abuse to the agency designated by the
Attorney General under subsection (d).”’;

(2) in subsection (b), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘“‘subsection
(a)”’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (a)(1)’’;

(3) in subsection (¢c)—

(A) in paragraph (7), by striking ‘“and” at
the end;

(B) in paragraph (8), by striking the period
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(9) the term ‘covered individual’ means an
adult who is authorized, by a national gov-
erning body, a member of a national gov-
erning body, or an amateur sports organiza-
tion that participates in interstate or inter-
national amateur athletic competition, to
interact with a minor or amateur athlete at
an amateur sports organization facility or at
any event sanctioned by a national gov-
erning body, a member of a national gov-
erning body, or such an amateur sports orga-
nization;

‘“(10) the term ‘event’ includes travel, lodg-
ing, practice, competition, and health or
medical treatment;

‘“(11) the terms ‘amateur athlete’, ‘amateur
athletic competition’, ‘amateur sports orga-
nization’, ‘international amateur athletic
competition’, and ‘national governing body’
have the meanings given the terms in sec-
tion 220501(b) of title 36, United States Code;
and

‘(12) the term ‘as soon as possible’ means
within a 24-hour period.”’;

(4) in subsection (d), in the first sentence,
by inserting ‘‘and for all covered individ-
uals’ after ‘‘reside’’;

(5) in subsection (f), in the first sentence—

(A) by striking ‘“and on all” and inserting
‘‘on all’’; and

(B) by inserting ‘‘and for all covered indi-
viduals,” after ‘‘lands,”’;

(6) in subsection (h), by inserting ‘‘and all
covered individuals,” after ‘‘facilities,’”’; and

(7) by adding at the end the following:

“(i) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to require a
victim of child abuse to self-report the
abuse.”.

(b) PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO REPORT.—Sec-
tion 22568 of title 18, United States Code, is
amended by inserting ‘‘or a covered indi-
vidual as described in subsection (a)(2) of
such section 226 who,” after ‘‘facility,’’.

SEC. 102. CIVIL REMEDY FOR PERSONAL INJU-

RIES.

Section 2255 of title 18, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (a) and inserting
the following:
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‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Any person who, while a
minor, was a victim of a violation of section
1589, 1590, 1591, 2241(c), 2242, 2243, 2251, 2251A,
2252, 2252A, 2260, 2421, 2422, or 2423 of this title
and who suffers personal injury as a result of
such violation, regardless of whether the in-
jury occurred while such person was a minor,
may sue in any appropriate United States
District Court and shall recover the actual
damages such person sustains or liquidated
damages in the amount of $150,000, and the
cost of the action, including reasonable at-
torney’s fees and other litigation costs rea-
sonably incurred. The court may also award
punitive damages and such other prelimi-
nary and equitable relief as the court deter-
mines to be appropriate.’’;

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘filed
within” and all that follows through the end
and inserting the following: ‘“‘filed—

‘(1) not later than 10 years after the date
on which the plaintiff reasonably discovers
the later of—

“‘(A) the violation that forms the basis for
the claim; or

‘(B) the injury that forms the basis for the
claim; or

‘(2) not later than 10 years after the date
on which the victim reaches 18 years of
age.”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“‘(c) VENUE; SERVICE OF PROCESS.—

‘(1) VENUE.—Any action brought under
subsection (a) may be brought in the district
court of the United States that meets appli-
cable requirements relating to venue under
section 1391 of title 28.

‘“(2) SERVICE OF PROCESS.—In an action
brought under subsection (a), process may be
served in any district in which the defend-
ant—

‘“(A) is an inhabitant; or

“(B) may be found.”.

TITLE II—UNITED STATES CENTER FOR

SAFE SPORT AUTHORIZATION
SEC. 201. EXPANSION OF THE PURPOSES OF THE
CORPORATION.

Section 220503 of title 36, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (13), by striking °¢;
and inserting a semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (14), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘(15) to promote a safe environment in
sports that is free from abuse, including
emotional, physical, and sexual abuse, of any
amateur athlete.”.

SEC. 202. DESIGNATION OF THE UNITED STATES
CENTER FOR SAFE SPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 2205 of title 36,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“Subchapter III—United States Center for

Safe Sport
“§220541. Designation of United States Cen-
ter for Safe Sport

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The United States Cen-
ter for Safe Sport shall—

‘(1) serve as the independent national safe
sport organization and be recognized world-
wide as the independent national safe sport
organization for the United States;

‘“(2) exercise jurisdiction over the corpora-
tion, each national governing body, and each
paralympic sports organization with regard
to safeguarding amateur athletes against
abuse, including emotional, physical, and
sexual abuse, in sports;

‘(3) maintain an office for education and
outreach that shall develop training, over-
sight practices, policies, and procedures to
prevent the abuse, including emotional,
physical, and sexual abuse, of amateur ath-
letes participating in amateur athletic ac-
tivities through national governing bodies
and paralympic sports organizations;

and”
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